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 !!!!!
Position on Requiring Police Officer Professional Liability Coverage !

In the last seven years, Minneapolis taxpayers have paid out $20 million dollars in 
settlements to victims of police brutality. In 2011 alone, $4.7 million of Minneapolis 
taxpayer dollars went to covering the cost of police misconduct.  Other class 1 cities 
have experienced similar losses, though not to the same degree. !
Despite the risks, Minneapolis has chosen to self-indemnify for police claims.  Other 
cities rely on League of Cities coverage.  The class 1 cities, Minneapolis in particular, do 
not engage in effective risk management strategies as this would require more control 
over police conduct, which is politically unpalatable. !
Requiring police officers in class 1 cities to carry professional liability coverage would 
add the element of risk management and accountability to police conduct in a way that 
city administrations cannot.  Just as physicians and other professionals who are sued to 
many times become uninsurable, the demands of professional liability carriers and their 
understanding of risk management will increase accountability and ensure best 
practices in risk reduction. !
To avoid issues with union contracts, our proposal allows cities to decide to fund the 
base rate of the coverage, with officers funding any additional costs based on claims 
experience. !
We have found that a small handful of officers are responsible for the majority of 
complaints and lawsuits concerning police brutality. In 1994, City Pages published a 
story on police brutality within the Minneapolis Police Department, identifying a dozen 
cops whose histories of doling out beatings over the previous decade had cost the 
department $5.8 million in settlement payouts and court costs. If officers were to carry 
their own professional liability insurance, insurance rates would increase for each 
misconduct case brought against an officer. That handful of officers who continue to 
abuse their power in uniform would be forced out, as their insurance rates would 
become too costly for them to remain in the department or they became uninsurable.  
Doctors, lawyers, accountants, general contractors and many others are required to pay 
for professional liability insurance-- why not police officers? !
Between 1998 and 2004, St. Paul paid $800,000 in 29 police-related lawsuits, 
compared to Minneapolis’ approximate $11 million in the same time period. Despite the 
founding of the Bureau of Professional Standards in 2003, and the change in policy that 
made reporting use of force to supervisors mandatory in 2006, numbers suggest these 
institutional changes have not had the desired effect. 
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In 2011, $4.7 million dollars was dispersed among 32 different cases in Minneapolis. 
The two most prominent cases of abuse occurred when officers targeted African-
American individuals. Katie Felder, the mother of Dominic Felder, received $2.1 million 
after officers claiming self-defense with little evidence killed her son. The second largest 
recipient, Rickia Russel, settled a suit for $1 million dollars after officers bashed in the 
door of her boyfriend’s apartment without warning, lobbed a flash-bang grenade into the 
confined space, and seared her legs with appalling third-degree burns.  These are but 
two of many incidents.  In both incidents, officers received no discipline. !
If accountability and reduction in police abuses are to be achieved, clearly a new 
approach is needed.  Requiring police officers in class 1 cities to carry their own 
professional liability insurance and to pay for costs over the base rate is one step 
towards reaching these goals. !
Our proposed wording is as follows (amending the Minneapolis charter, but adaptable 
as a state statute): !

Section 7.3(a)(2) Police Officers. Each peace officer appointed in the police 
department must be licensed as required by law.  Each such licensed officer may 
exercise any lawful power that a peace officer enjoys at common law or by 
general or special law, and may execute a warrant anywhere in the county.  Each 
appointed police officer must provide proof of professional liability insurance 
coverage in the amount consistent with current limits under the statutory 
immunity provision of state law and must maintain continuous coverage 
throughout the course of employment as a police officer with the city.  Such 
insurance must be the primary insurance for the officer and must include 
coverage for willful or malicious acts and acts outside the scope of the officer’s 
employment by the city.  If the City Council desires, the city may reimburse 
officers for the base rate of this coverage but officers must be responsible for any 
additional costs due to personal or claims history.  The city may not indemnify 
police officers against liability in any amount greater than required by State 
Statute unless the officer’s insurance is exhausted.  This amendment shall take 
effect one year after passage.


